Coronary air embolism in off-pump surgery caused by blower-mister device.
Gaseous emboli caused by the blower-mister result in air locks within coronary vessels. We describe the case of a coronary air embolism caused by a blower-mister device on off-pump surgery. The tip of the device unexpectedly entered the coronary artery through arteriotomy and caused the air emboli. Air locks in the coronary circulation led to hemodynamic deterioration, and cardiopulmonary bypass was started following the emergency cannulation.